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During the pandemic, people have continued connecting
more with nature than ever before! The preserves are
beautiful in all seasons and nature welcomes us during these
difficult times.
Do you have a favorite KLT trail? If you often walk the same trail, you may notice
the changes in flora and fauna that occur throughout the year. Unlike many
deciduous trees, beech and oak trees are marcescent, which means they retain
their leaves throughout the winter. There are several theories why marcescence
occurs. Some experts share that marcescence relates to the tree’s maturity. Others
indicate that marcescence relates to nutrient cycling and nutrient availability. It’s
clear that this unique characteristic helps oak and beech during the winter season.
The new year creates an opportunity for us to let go of what doesn’t feed our souls
and hold on tightly to what protects us and aids our growth. The KLT preserves
provide not only vital wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities but also
peaceful places for introspection and growth. Open space helps and heals in so
many ways!
Each season brings its own unique charm; winter is no exception. In January, the
chickadees’ Spring courtship songs begin and the hoot of Great Horned Owls
and Barred Owls can be heard at dusk as they start setting up territories and
identifying mates. There is a whir of activity on the preserves! Rachel Carson
once shared, “in nature nothing exists alone.” Similarly, KLT exists thanks to the
generous support of its members, volunteers, and business sponsors. In February,
we celebrate love. At KLT, we love and appreciate our supporters! Your dedication
to KLT makes land available for all to enjoy, protects wildlife, and leaves an
environmental legacy for future generations.
In 2021, KLT aims to continue connecting with the community through safe,
interesting, and fun virtual programs as well as maintaining dozens of miles of
diverse trail systems. This newsletter shares several of our most recent programs
and projects as well as upcoming events. As a KLT supporter, you’re a cornerstone
of this work; you play a central role in protecting and stewarding land in our
community.
Sincerely,
Sarah Stanley

Eagle Scout Ceremony
Everett Beals of Kennebunk, 18, was officially presented with his
Eagle Scout badge on Sunday, January 17, 2020, in recognition of his
accomplishments in Scouting. For his project, he constructed and
placed a new 16-foot bridge at the KLT’s Alewive Woods Preserve,
completed in June of last year. He now studies Environmental
Science and Policy at Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts.
Throughout his Eagle Scout project, Everett demonstrated superior
planning, discipline, and leadership skills. Like many great leaders,
he stayed positive when faced with unforeseen challenges such
as COVID-19. Thanks to Everett’s leadership, the bridge has
improved recreational opportunities at Alewive Woods for all who
visit. KLT was honored to work with Everett. Only about 4% of
scouts reach the Eagle Scout rank; scout law states that scouts must
be trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient,
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent. Everett embodies these
traits and more! KLT is pleased to be a part of his Eagle Scout
accomplishments.

October 2020 - Scavenger Hunt

January 2021- Winter Wildlife Tree

KLT hosted a Pumpkin Scavenger Hunt at Wonder
Brook Preserve followed by a Halloween Candy
Drive-thru at the KLT Office. More than 100 families
participated in this fun, socially-distant program!

This Winter, KLT invited members and the public
to bring a wildlife-friendly ornament to the Winter
Wildlife Tree at Mousam River Wildlife Sanctuary,
located on Water Street! Information in the kiosk was
created by KHS student-volunteer, Toby. He shared
fun facts about Maine birds who might visit the tree!

KLT Executive Director, Sarah Stanley, Engages in Conservation
Conversation with Boston College Community
Last Fall, Sarah Stanley was invited by Boston College Office of Sustainability and Environmental Studies to engage
in a conversation promoting the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals and how those goals apply to local,
community conservation efforts. KLT has previously hosted student-volunteers from Boston College and this was a
wonderful way to expand upon that relationship and further share KLT’s mission and work with a wider audience.

Environmental Speaker
Series with Maine Audubon
February 25th @ 7pm via zoom
(pre-registration required)
Did you ever wonder what happens
to Maine’s wildlife in winter? Doug
Hitchcox, staff naturalist for Maine
Audubon, teams-up with KLT to explain
the mystery of wildlife winter survival
mechanisms. Join us for this free virtual
event! Visit the KLT website’s Calendar of
Events for registration information.
Photo of Barred Owl courtesy of
Maine Audubon.

KLT Strengthens Community
Outreach

Madelyn Marx Preserve

Follow KLT on Facebook and Instagram and watch for
KLT’s new Discovery Series program with Southern
Maine Health Care. The program will use aerial video to
highlight KLT preserves and share health care tips from
SMHC. This series will help community members learn
about new places to discover as they opt outside. There
are so many health benefits related to connecting with
nature. KLT is thankful for the support of Discovery
Series Sponsor, Southern Maine Health Care, and KLT
Corporate Principal Sponsor, Kennebunk Savings, for
bringing these programs to you!

Participate Now in the Read &
Recreation Series with Kennebunk
Free Library
KLT and KFL are partnering together to offer a fun
Read & Recreation Series! Many of us relish curling
up with a good book during the winter months. It’s
a great opportunity to learn more about the forests,
fields, rivers, and coastline that make Maine so special.
Throughout the Winter, nature-themed book will be recommended with a spotlight
on a plethora of different preserves. The series aims to encourage people to learn more
about nature and opt outside this winter! The recommendations will be shared on
social media and via email. The first nature-themed topic is animal tracks! Stay tuned!

Grant Funds Support Trail Counters,
Wildlife Cameras, & More!
This past Fall, Maine Land Trust Network (MLTN)
announced a brand new grant opportunity for Maine land
trusts designed for support throughout the pandemic.
COVID-19 caused significant disruption in the work
land trusts do to conserve properties in Maine. Land
trusts are being forced to operate in new ways, resulting in
unexpected costs and organizational stress in an uncertain
funding environment. The grant supported technology
that improves internal and external communication,
assists us in offering virtual outreach and educational

Ways to Support KLT Through
Membership and Legacy Giving

Photo by T. Hermans

programs, provides greater connections to wildlife, and
enhances stewardship management during COVID-19.
The below photo shows a Trail Counter. The
counter uses an infrared sensor to count the
number of visitors to a preserve.

The Kennebunk Land Trust recently received a bequest of
over $30,000 given in Madelyn Marx’s Will. Madelyn was
a founding member of the Kennebunk Land Trust and a
Are you looking for new ways to make a positive, well-known conservation leader. This bequest was made
meaningful impact in your community and leave an for the purpose of supporting land acquisition. Madelyn’s
environmental legacy? Renewing your membership each dedication to KLT represents a powerful way to leave a
year is a key way to support KLT. We offer both annual lasting legacy.
membership options as well as monthly giving options.
In addition to membership, another way to strengthen
your connection to community and the environment is
through estate planning and planned/legacy giving. Name
KLT in your will to represent community support and
land conservation for future generations. Please contact
KLT if you’d like to learn more.

KLT Thanks and
Welcomes the
Following
New Members
from the Past
Year
The Anchorage
Allen Wiegner
Anne & William Allaire
Anne Cox
Anne Marie Craven
Barbara Slick

Douglas Hotchin

Gale Spadafora

Patricia Heath
Perian Hanlon Fein
Reed Hubbell
Richard & Kim Raitto

Kimberly Palano

Rick Trowel

Kristina Halliday

Risa Oganesoff Heersche &

Lani Dietz

Mathew Heersche

Leonard & Barbara Sevigny

Robert & Judith Rose

Linda Warnock

Robert & Marjorie Dawson

Lynn Watson

Robert & Scottie Dietz

Marc Beaulac

Roundabout Farm

Marco Cornelio
Mary Castner
Mary Emerson
Maureen Wooster
Meg Lewis
Melanie Prusinski
Michael & Lynne Kehoe
Michael & Maureen DeLeo
Michelle Madore
Montress Kenniston

SmartHome Solutions Inc.
Stanley Foy
Stephen Martin & Susan
Rathbun
Susan Walters
Thomas Buck & Deborah
Carroll
Thomas Socha
Thomas Tupper & Birgitta
Westberg-Tupper
Timothy Bath

Gia Liberati

Mr. & Mrs. Guy Rubino

Valentine Ellis

Gray Hirshfield

Mr. & Mrs. Michael McQuillan

William & Mary Colombo

Gwendolyn Ganong
Heather & Brent Knapp

Corey Teguis

Huston Home Renovations

Craig Derby

James & Linda Thompson

Craig Geikie

Jay Dowe

Daniel & Koleen Gurry

Jeannine McCarthy

Daniel Unsinn

Jeff & Cathy Rowe

David & Cynthia Ferrick

Jeffrey & Rita Daigle

David & Lauren Roecker

Jeffrey Durand

David Morrison

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Connell

Mr. & Mrs. Blair Heavey

Claudia Norsworthy

David & Nancy Pond

Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Masteller

Gene & Lorraine Sacco
Grace Formica

David & Nancy Charest

Kay Dickerson

Distinctive Tile & Stoneworks

Christine Mara

Colleen & Michael Nicastro

Kathryn Leathers

Diane Drescher

Ed Harris

Colleen & David Foster

Katherine Mayfield

Debra Herron

Bill & Penny Cox

Charles & Robin Parsons

Julie & Christopher MacClinchy

Deborah Redding-Sampson

Douglas Quist

Brad Johnson

Judy & Greg Barnhart

Deborah Moore

Benjamin England
Bill Wimsatt

Josh Court

Jeffrey Good
Jen Gironda
Jessica Winters

David Smith

Jim & Debbie Gratton

David Tapley

John Field

Apologies for any oversights

MEMORIALS
Many donations honoring loved ones
were made in 2020 and in early 2021.
Gifts were made in memory of Dan Rush,
John Bradford, Brian Dumas, Tim Dietz,
Chip Pearson, and Barbara and Joseph
Yohman. If you have lost a friend or loved
one, please find comfort in nature.You
remain in our thoughts. Thank you to
everyone who remembered their loved
ones through a gift to KLT.
Photo courtesy of C. Carpenter.

SAVE THE DATE:

6 Brown Street, Suite 2
Kennebunk, Maine 04043
207 985 8734
kennebunklandtrustinfo@gmail.com
www.kennebunklandtrust.org

KLT is always looking for volunteers
Please reach out for more information.

Donate
THANKS TO OUR
CORPORATE SPONSOR:
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