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 We are excited to announce that it 
is membership month again at The 
Kennebunk Land Trust! This March, I 
want to welcome you to renew your 
Kennebunk Land Trust membership 
today. The key to achieving our goals lies 
in supportive members like you!
 The Trust is focused on enhanc-
ing its membership benefits by improving 
current programs, like our Annual 
Auction, and exploring new opportuni-
ties, such as our conservation easement 
with Friends of  Hope Cemetery & 
Woods, a project designed to preserve the 

woods and trail system surrounding the 
cemetery. In addition, we are determined 
to not only steward our current preserves 
so that they can continue to be protected 
but we also remain committed to finding 
new ways for members to experience 
these special places. We hope you join us 
again in our effort to preserve and stew-
ard land to benefit 
both natural and 
human communities. 
Thank you for all that 
you do!

SNOW STROLL WITH KLT &
BOULANGERIE, A PROPER BAKERY

 The Kennebunk Land Trust is 
hosting a naturalist walk on Saturday, 
February 10th from 9am-11am at 
Mousam River Wildlife Sanctuary. The 
38-acre preserve has over 2,400 feet of  
frontage along the Mousam River. The 
trails can be described as easy to moderate 
in terms of  level of  difficulty. This guided 
walk is a snow or shine event. Please wear 
appropriate clothing and footwear. 
Following the walk, we will stroll over to 
Boulangerie for a treat and a hot drink. 

The cost of  this event is $10 per person. 
Call the KLT Office at 207-985-8734 or 
visit www.kennebunklandtrust.org for 
more details.
 Directions to Mousam River 
Wildlife Sanctuary: From Route 1 in 
Kennebunk, turn onto Water Street. The 
entrance to the Sanctuary is on the left 
just before the Kennebunk Treatment 
Plant. Please park along the side of  the 
road on Water Street.
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Friday, May 4th:
KLT Auction. “Race to Conservation!”

Join us for a Kentucky Derby themed event held at 
Johnson Hall, Rte 1 Wells, 6-9pm.  More information 
will be forthcoming.  Please contact info@kenne-
bunklandtrust.com or call 207-985-8734 if  you are 
interested in:
      • volunteering on the Auction Planning Committee
      • donating an item to the auction
      • acting as a sponsor for the event.

OTHER EVENTS:
      March is Membership Month! Consider joining if  
you haven’t already.  

NEWS
Trail Work With The New School Students: Shortly 
before Thanksgiving, KLT’s Stewardship Committee 
worked with students from the New School, located in 
Kennebunk, on trail maintenance projects at the Secret 
Garden as well as other preserves.  

UPCOMING EVENTS

NATURALIST WALK
CALENDAR
February 10th:   Snow Stroll with KLT & Boulangerie
February 24th:   Oxbow Preserve
April 21st:   Wonder Brook Preserve
June 16th:   Alewive Woods Preserve
August 18th:   Kennebunk Plains
October 21st:   The Secret Garden
December 15th:   For All Forever

*All walks (except Snow Stroll) run from 10 am to 
noon*  All detail related the walks (time of  event, direc-
tions to preserve, description of  preserve, parking) can 
be found within the calendar section of  our website. 



 Kennebunk, ME December 5, 2017 –Friends 
of  Hope Cemetery & Woods has received approval for 
a $250,000 grant from the publicly funded Land for 
Maine’s Future program toward purchase of  a conser-
vation easement on Hope Woods, 75-acres of  undevel-
oped land in the heart of  Kennebunk Village.   
 Hope Woods is owned by the Hope Cemetery 
Corporation.  It abuts the Town of  Kennebunk’s Wig-
gins Pond preserve and contains a series of  meander-
ing trails that cross both properties.  Hope Woods con-
tains deep mature woods, open meadows, and di-
verse wildlife habitat, abut-
ting an historic ice pond 
and 200+ year-old graceful 
cemetery.  It is an out-
standing destination for 
hiking, biking, nature ob-
servation, and reflection.
 Hope Cemetery 
has long encouraged pub-
lic use of  Hope Woods.  
The significant cost of  
providing ongoing care 
and maintenance of  His-
toric Hope Cemetery has 
necessitated the sale of  an 
easement on Hope Woods.  
“Hope Woods has served as a peaceful enhancement 
to Hope Cemetery for more than two centuries.”  Betsy 
T. Stevens, Hope Cemetery Corporation Board Presi-
dent shared.  “We want nothing more than to see it 
preserved and enjoyed by the Kennebunk community 
for generations to come.”
 Friends of  Hope Cemetery & Woods (FHCW) 
is leading the Hope Woods Conservation Initiative, in 
partnership with Kennebunk Land Trust (KLT), to 
secure permanent conservation of  Hope Woods.  
George C. Harrington, Friends of  Hope Cemetery and 
Woods Board President shared an overview of  the 
vision for Hope Woods “In addition to the purchase of  
a conservation easement, the initiative will raise funds 
to improve and maintain the Hope Woods trail system, 
including the construction of  a universally accessible 

trail and improved bridge systems to protect vernal 
pools and prevent erosion.”
 Kennebunk Land Trust and Hope Cemetery 
Corporation are developing a conservation easement, 
that will be held and monitored by KLT, to prevent 
future development and protect wildlife habitat in 
Hope Woods.  “KLT looks forward to joining many 
others in our community to achieve our shared goal of  
preserving Hope Woods.” Gordon Collins, Exec-
utive Director, Kennebunk Land Trust recently told a 
gathering of  KLT supporters, “We are proud to be a 

part of  this great project.”
    The Kennebunk Land 
Trust was founded in 1972 
to preserve and protect 
significant natural spaces 
in the Kennebunk/Arun-
del/Lyman Region. As one 
of  southern Maine’s oldest 
working land trusts, KLT 
has preserved over 3,400 
acres of  forest, fields, and 
waterways, including 1,600 
acres of  the Kennebunk 
Plains. Of  these preserved 
lands, more than 300 acres 
are conservation ease-

ments managed for private landowners. 
 Hope Woods aims to benefit the Kennebunk 
community and is attracting wide support.  Michael 
Pardue, Kennebunk Town Manager recently spoke of  
the tremendous public value of  Hope Woods, “The 
Town of  Kennebunk welcomes the opportunity to 
work cooperatively on a planning initiative aimed at 
securing the future of  these open space lands and 
exploring new ways that they can benefit the public.”  
Robert Metcalf, Chair of  the Town of  Kennebunk 
Comprehensive Planning Committee, described the 
area as “a jewel hidden in the middle of  downtown 
Kennebunk,” and stated that “sustaining it long into 
the future as a public asset is very important to the 
community.”  
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