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Day One: Fifteen degrees 
with a wind chill of nearly 
zero, debated canceling 
the work detail because of 
safety concerns. We decided 
to involve the students in 
the decision making  and 
together the group agreed to 
proceed with the plan to do 
trail work at Alewive Woods 
Preserve. As it turned out, 
the day was quiet and won-
derful deep in the woods, 
and actually milder than 
along the coast. Needed 
trail work was completed and the
team left feeling energized and 
accomplished!

Day Two: Milder temperatures, close 
to twenty-five degrees. The group of 
students arrived ready to go and eager 
to begin blazing a new trail at Oxbow 
Preserve, a new land trust holding. 
Phase one of the new trail was 

installed. This work brings the Trust 
that much closer to welcoming 

the public to this property in 
the spring. 

Each November, New School 
students give their time and talent to  
projects that enrich lives throughout the 
community. Kennebunk Land Trust is 
grateful and proud to participate 
annually. It is heartening indeed to 
work with this group of young people 
who are clearly committed to giving 
something back, and we are most 
appreciative for the work they 
accomplish on our behalf. Thank you, 
New School, for choosing KLT.
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As 2013 drew to a close, the Board of 
Directors and staff of the Trust, once 
again, had reason to be very grateful. 
Thanks to you, our loyal supporters, we 
closed 2013 in a strong financial position 
postured to vigorously carry on the work 
of the Trust. 

Over the past year, we happily
experienced many wonderful 
milestones. We completed two land 
transactions that resulted in the 
protection of over 75 acres, over a mile 
of frontage along the Mousam River, 
and the safeguarding of two significant 
tributaries of the Ward Brook watershed 
area. 

The Stewardship Committee kept busy 
grooming trails, installing signs, and 
keeping the Trust’s preserves beautiful 
and fun places for you to visit. We hope 
you will join us on guided walks as well 
as venture out on your own to enjoy the 
miles of trails on Kennebunk Land Trust
properties that hold surprises and 
sightings just for you. 

KLT’s Development Committee hosted 
the Trust’s Thirteenth Annual Dinner 
and Auction last spring – it was another 
great success. In early August, it hosted 
a fun evening of ice cream and hiking 
at Wonder Brook/Murphy Preserve that 

was very well attended. And in 
September, it welcomed Bill Green 
of WCSH in Portland to its Annual 
Report to Community. Bill was very 
entertaining with amusing stories 
from his adventures in the woods. 
His meaningful anecdotes were 
funny and very well received by KLT 
guests. Following the program, Bill 
visited with attendees while everyone 
enjoyed refreshments. He made a 
great connection. 
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Executive Director’s Report 

The Nominating Committee continued 
its work considering candidates to fill 
vacancies on various Standing 
Committees as well as the Board 
of Directors. The Board of Directors 
completed phase one of a
 comprehensive long-range planning 
process. With this as its guide, the 
Board is enthusiastically charting an 
exciting course for the next many 
years. 

All of us at Kennebunk Land Trust 
appreciate that we are charged with 
stewarding the land in the 
organization’s care as well as 
upholding your trust. We are grateful 
for the legacy placed in our hands 
and we are excited about the promise 
of the organization moving forward. 
We hope to have your continued 
endorsement and vital support, and 
we invite you to join us in the 
dialogue of land conservation here 
in our local community.

Marie Louise St. Onge
Executive Director



A Great Place to Live 
by Scott Gasperin, Board Chair
I grew up in Michigan but the story is the same for many 
of us regardless of where we grew up. From age 6 through 
12, I lived in a rural setting with widely scattered houses 
and lots of open spaces. I spent most of my time in the 
woods behind our house where I used bracken fern stems 
as arrows for my maple sapling bow to hunt the imaginary
big game that roamed the forest. Well ok, maybe not 
everyone was a “hunter” in their youthful world but what-
ever you were, I’ll bet you had a wild place where things 
were less crowded and solitude was more abundant. 

Fast forward to the 21st century and I find myself unable 
to walk through even the largest expanse of publicly 
accessible woods in southern Maine without seeing the 
tracks of others, or hearing dogs barking in the distance, 
or stumbling onto a housing development that has 
sprung up in the middle of my adventure. How many 
of us can think of our childhood and the expanses of 
wildness we enjoyed and now find that in its place stand 
houses with manicured lawns and paved roads? 

In the 80’s, I was the manager of a contiguous 100,000-
acre state forest area in Michigan. It was a wild place 
and home to such discriminating residents as Brook 
Trout, Bald Eagle, Pine Marten, and a resident herd of 
Rocky Mountain Elk that were introduced in the early 
1900’s. We had a Governor-appointed advisory board 
and an actual Forest Management Plan. This property 
was the crown jewel in the portfolio of state forest 
areas due to its unique character and the progressive-
thinking and actively involved stakeholders. The 
forest was managed for the benefit and enjoyment of 
the residents and visitors, but even with a government 
sanctioned forest management plan, there were no 
guarantees that it would be preserved in its current state 
in perpetuity. 

I remember one day being 
told by someone in a position
of political authority that while 
the forest served its purpose 
today, at some point in the 
distant future it may be of 
more benefit to society to 
have a Walmart shopping 
plaza in this location. I simply 
could not imagine such a 
thing. Today, there are 
abundant examples of society
creeping out to occupy or fragment large spaces of 
undeveloped land. Thank goodness for land trusts. 

Lands conveyed to a land trust are protected – guaranteed
to be protected in perpetuity – from societal sprawl. 
While lands are protected for a variety of reasons, the 
core value is to maintain open spaces for public benefit 
to add to our overall quality of life. The fiduciary 
responsibility attached to the land does not come without
 its challenges. The resulting requisite management, 
preservation, maintenance, and protection of these 
properties do not happen by magic. Nor are they free. A 
successful land trust relies heavily on symbiotic 
relationships with the surrounding community for funds 
and for volunteers to support the work of the land trust.

When was the last time you visited one of the publicly 
accessible lands owned by Kennebunk Land Trust? I 
encourage you to do so. You can wait until spring if you 
aren’t a winter person, but I encourage you to do it. Walk 
a trail, sit by a stream or pond, and reconnect with the 
child within you that explored the woods behind your 
house so many years ago. Think about how important
that experience was and then take some action to 
support this good work. We need your help. Tell a friend, 
make a donation, or volunteer to help in some capacity. 
As the saying goes, “…it takes a village…” and we live in 
a great one. Let’s all work together to make it even better.

The Great Maine Outdoor Weekend is Coming!
Yes it is! And, KLT has two great events planned to get you outdoors and having fun! We hope you and your family 

and friends will join us for one or both of these free and open to the public events:

•   Saturday, February 15th, Tom McClain will lead a group of snow-
shoers/hikers through the treasury of beauty that is Wonder Brook/
Murphy Preserve. From downtown Kennebunk take Rte. 35 toward 
the beach and turn left onto Plummer Lane – the preserve is at the 
end of the lane. On street parking is available. 

•   Sunday, February 16th, trek through the 628-acre Alewive 
Woods Preserve with Scott Gasperin and enjoy the still, quiet 
beauty. From Rte. 95 exit travel 3.5 miles west Alfred Road to Cole 
Road – preserve is on the right. 

Equipment is not provided and please bring yak-traks or grippers if conditions are icy. Both events begin at 1:00 pm and end at 3:00 pm.
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With winter upon us, it is a great 
time to be outdoors in the woods. 
The lack of leaves, reduced ground 
vegetation, and a blanket of white 

snow makes viewing wildlife or wildlife signs much easier 
than any other time of year. 

Trails on Kennebunk Land Trust properties are ideal for 
enjoying this experience. With an abundance of snow, 
access might be a little difficult but it is worth the effort to visit 
KLT properties such as: Wonder Brook/Murphy Preserve, 
The Secret Garden, Mousam River Wildlife Sanctuary and 
Alewive Woods. The trail systems on these parcels offer 
excellent hiking, snowshoeing or cross country skiing 
opportunities, and you will undoubtedly see wildlife or, at 
minimum, some sign indicating their presence. A Property 
& Trail map can be purchased at the KLT office and various 
retail locations around town or you can visit the KLT website
www.kennebunklandtrust.org to see the map and download 
if you wish. 

When trekking in the woods, look for animal tracks and spoor 
or even the critters themselves. White-tailed deer leave a 
pointed oblong track that normally runs in a fairly straight line 
with some meandering. You may also frequently find a pile 
of droppings, small dark colored pellets or maybe patches of 
cleared areas, as deer will paw the snow back in search of 
acorns and beech nuts that are buried below. You also might 
find depressions in the snow where a couple of deer have 
spent the night; note: when lying down they face in different 
directions to watch for predators that might be lurking. Other 
often-found tracks are those of the fox or coyote. These 
tracks will be in a straight line with slight excursions to check 
out brush piles or to sniff around downed trees or holes as 
they search for a rodent for their next meal. The fox tracks 
will be smaller and almost heart shaped, while the coyote 
track will resemble that of a domestic dog but will follow a 
straighter line with one track in front of the other instead 
of side by side. Both species mark their territory with small 
amounts of excrement that appears similar to that of the 
domestic canine but darker in color often containing hair or 
bones and a taper pointed at one end.   

Gray and red squirrels are also active this time year. Their 
tracks display as four small feet with wide spread toes close 
together traveling from tree to tree. Squirrels dig for their 
stash of nuts and seeds that they worked so hard to hide 
during the fall season in preparation for this time of year. So 
look for holes dug in the snow with leaves and nut shells 
surrounding them. Another track frequently found is that of the 

varying hare. These tracks are especially seen around thickets 
and where evergreen boughs touch the ground. Their prints 
show as two small foot prints (front feet) with two larger 
oblong prints (back feet) just in front of them as they hop 
forward. In deep snow, they will have definite sunken trails 
that they follow repeatedly. If you find the tracks, you will 
likely see their droppings – individual light colored pellets. 
Should you be out in the woods at dusk or early morning you 
might even see a hare, but since they are in their white 
winter camouflage coat they are difficult to spot, as they 
blend in with the snow, so look for their round dark colored 
eye that often gives them a way. 

Other animals that turn white in winter are the short-tail 
(ermine) and long-tail weasels. They each leave paired, 
small, round-looking foot prints as they bound through the 
woods. Look for them to make a quick change in direction and 
maybe disappear down a hole in the snow as they hunt for 
mice and other small rodents.

Porcupines have easily identifiable tracks especially in deep 
snow. This slow-moving mammal leaves a trail of pigeon 
toed foot prints on either side of a trough where its body and 
tail drag in deep snow. You are most likely to find this bristly 
critter up in a tree where it eats the tree bark and sleeps 
curled up to ward off the cold. Look for a round body of quills 
in tree branch crouches to see one resting during the day. 
You might even find a den tree under which the ground will 
be littered with droppings and nipped twigs. 

These are just a few of the mammals that are active during 
the winter months. There are, of course, many birds that 
remain in Maine during the cold season, too.  A few that you 
can be on the lookout for are: black capped chickadee, 
tufted titmouse, blue jay, nuthatch, creeper, crow, turkey, 
ruffed grouse, and downy and hairy wood peckers. 

Birds can frequently be seen fluffed-up as they expand their 
feathers to trap air as increased insulation against the cold 
and wind. During the winter, birds spend as much as 90% of 
their time awake each day, searching for the food they need 
to produce the energy necessary to survive the cold. 

Please remember, when going into the woods to be prepared,
be safe, and don’t forget to leave nothing behind but your 
foot prints. The woods are full of wonderment and discovery 
for you to enjoy. So, get out there, get some exercise, and 
enjoy what nature has to offer. Spring is just around the cor-
ner and a whole new outdoor experience will await you. 

Winter is A Great Time to 
Enjoy The Woods

by Tony Liguori, Stewardship Committee Chair
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The Board of Directors and staff of Kennebunk Land Trust extend
sincere thanks to all of our supporters for their generous
contributions and kind acts during 2013. If your name is not among
them, please make a gift in 2014. We also gratefully acknowledge
those who so graciously support our annual dinner and auction.
A listing of those supporters appears in the auction program.

Individual Households
Arthur & Lynne Abelson
Ross Albertson
Jim & Betsy Ames- Fitzgerald
Cindy Angerhofer & 
    Tom O’Leary
Anonymous
Chuck & Janice Auger
Ralph & Suzanne Austin
Anita Bahr
Richard Barnes
Kitty Bassett
Jim & Pat Bellart- Brown
Ray & Connie Belyea
Heidi Bement
Mary Bergen
Frederica Billingslea
Bill Bolinder 
    & Heather English
Stuart Bowen
Peter & Joyce Brown
Annette Browne
Ted & Sheila Bukowski 
Frank Burd
Bunny Burke
Ted & Joyce Camp 
Jane & Bob Card
Kathleen & Michael Caron
Timothy Cassavaw 
    & Andrew Besemer
Milda Castner & John Fraser
Brian Champion
Charles & Kristin Chapman
Tom & Kate Chappell
Maria Chiumenti
Bob & Ruthie Clark
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Ron & Judy Clark
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Fred & Marie Dello Russo 
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Nancy Dorn
Chuck Dowd
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Frank & Vickie Drigotas
Richard & Goldie DuPont
Heather Dutton
Pam & Dennis Eagleson

Kevin & Jean Eckland
Marilyn & Arnold Ellis
Nathan & Patricia Ellis
Larry Epstein & Jeanne Griffin 
Blair & Nancy Finnegan
Stuart & Eleanor Flavin
Gordon & Beth Fluke
Mary Folsom
Brian Fox
Brian & Karen Fraser
Jo Garrett
Gordon & Joanna Flynn Gates
Ron & Linda Gaumond
Ann & Sal Gebbia
Stephen & Maureen Gervais
George & Nancy Geyerhan
Don & Lynne Gobeil
Jon & Nancy Goldberg
Andrew & Betty Golub
Anne & David Gould
Liz & Michael Gray
Elizabeth & Elliot Green
Martha & Rick Griffin
Barb & Bob Grillo
Liz Hamel
Stephanie Hamel
Marcia Hamlyn
Peter & Janice Hanson
George & Diantha Harrington
Elin & John Harris
Norman Harvey
James Hastrich 
    & Linda LaRoche
Janet Henry &Vernon Moore
Judy Hersey
David & Rose Hines
Molly Hoadley 
    & Jay Kilbourn
Carol Anne Holmberg
Bob & Sandee Hores
Bob & Diane Hughes
O. P. & Martha Jackson
Leonard & Rita Jacob
Sandra & Ken Janes
Roy Jeffrey & Marilyn 
    Altobello 
Hillary Johnson
Paulette & Richard Kalagher
Roger & Linda Kendrick
Robin & Mark Kerr
Elizabeth Kiley
Henry Kingsbury
John LaFlamme
John & M.J. Lamade
Richard & Edith Lamberts
Sharon Landry 
    & Henry Bourgeois
Herve Lavoie & Sally Keene
Judith LeBarge
Ann & Ed Legg
Annie Lemieux
Margaret Lescure
Isabel & John Lescure
Tory Leuteman 
    & Doug Robinson

Tony & Connie Lou Liguori
Leslie & Carl Lindgren
Carroll Lloyd
Rick & Donna Lombardi
Karen MacKenzie
Ann & Bill Mallory
Henri & Sandi Maneche
Christina & Peter Manning
Barbara Marran
Deborah & Douglas Mathieu
Julie McArdle
Tom McClain & Penny Gruen
David & Jennifer McGonigle
James & Susan McMahon
Isabelle McNally
Tom & Ann McNamara
Nancy McReel
Lisa Megeaski & Paul Lee
Alex Mendelsohn
Harriet Mill
John & Mary Mills
Shirley & Tom Murphy
Louise & Scott Negley
Darlene Nein
Phil & Carol Newell
Gary Nielsen
Jennifer Niese & Willian 
Hetzel
Richard & Nancy Noyes
Josephine Oliver
Lyman & Gill Page
Steve & Linda Parker
Bill Parsons
Harriet & Steven Passerman
Alex Peacock & Jennifer Lyons
Norman & Randee Perkins
George Perkinson
Peter & Marie Phaneuf
Boyd & Brenda Phillips
David Plocharczyk
Doug & Martha Poole
John & Cheryl Price
Deb & Mark Quinn
Martha & Norman Rice
Natalie Richdale
Rachel Rioux
Dee Roberts
Myriam & Bob Roderman
Doug Rogers
    & Susie Eggenberger
Diana & Dan Rush
Pat Sanborn
Louise Sandmeyer 
    & Dick Swails
Beth & Dave Sandmire
Lyn Schwager
Karen & Greg Searle
Joseph & Julie Seger
Sandy & John Sharood
Alan Shepard
Melanie & Nathan Shmalo
Mark & Linda Siegmund
Trudy Sloan
James & Margaret Smith
David & Jane Smith

Gerald & Myra Sparkowich
Ann Spaulding
Claire & Marc St.Onge
Marie Louise St.Onge
Barbara & Oscar Stangeland
Craig & Debbie Stapleton
John Stevenson
Louise & Robert Stukas
Rick Suzor
Wayne Swanson
Christine & Thomas Tierney
Ann Tracy
Inge & Garry Valentine
Richard & Elsa van Bergen
Erik & Mary Jo Van der Kaay
John & Lee Walker
Pat & Karen Walsh
Liz Walsh
Geraldine Waterhouse
Beth Webster
Tom & Sally Wellman
Dawn & Mark Werner
Elizabeth Whitney
Peggy Wiseman
Roger & Seana Wood
Robert Yohman

Businesses
Andrews Milligan 
    Real Estate Co.
Bowley Builders
Kennebunk 
    Veterinary Hospital
Kennebunkport Inn
Lyons Coffee Service
Marathon Real Estate
New Morning 
    Natural Foods, Inc.
Woltersdorf Inc.

In-Kind Donations
Stuart Bowen
Big Daddy’s Ice Cream
Brown Fox Printing
Calluna Flowers
Cummings Market
Gordon & Joan Collins
Deering Lumber
Destination Catering
Dietz & Associates
Duffy’s
Dunkin Donuts
Scott Hamilton
Hannaford
Isabel Lescure
Poland Springs
Sharkey Graphic Solutions
Spiller Farm
Subway of Kennebunk
Tom Wellman

Special Gifts
In Memory of Tom & 
     Linda Currie
from Peter & Heather Abric

In Memory of Roxanna 
     Louise Harrington  
     Stevenson
from John Stevenson

In Memory of Barbara 
    Yohman
from Norma J. Trudy Gwyn

In Memory of Barbara 
    Yohman
from Anne M. Pohl

In Memory of Barbara 
    Yohman
from Dawn Dehner Jansen

In Memory of Barbara 
    Yohman
from Gloria Ravesi

In Memory of Barbara 
    Yohman
from Robert Yohman

In Memory of Jeff Rogers
from Mark Cowdrey 
     & Lea LaFave

In Honor of 
    Strawberry Island
from Julie McArdle

Happy Birthday to 
    Natalie Richdale
from Margo & Frederick Case

Stewardship Gift
from Tom & Kate Chappell

Matching Gifts
•  Genworth thanks to Heather 
    English & Bill Bolinder

Estate Gift
from the Estate of 
Betty R. Lyman

Foundation Gifts
•  Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
•  Hartford Foundation for Public 
   Giving, The Mrs. James L.
   Coburn Fund
• Kennebunk Savings Bank

Land Donations
E. Barbara Storer
Frances L. Bregger
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Save the date and join us for our Fourteenth Annual Dinner and 
Auction. You can count on another great evening with all of us from 
KLT on Friday, May 2nd. We are happy to announce that this year’s 
event will be held at The Coastal House just over the line in Wells, 
Maine. Owned and operated by the folks at the Kennebunkport 
Inn, The Coastal House will offer an outstanding selection of hors 
d’oeuvres, as well as delicious entrées for you to choose from for 
dinner. Please remember that advance reservations are required 
and must be made no later than April 18th; the cost per person
is $50.

Thanks to our generous donors, we have another great line-up of 
items to present. Everything from fuel to boating excursions, trips 
far and near, services that you need and indulgences that you want 
– we’ll have it all for you. 

If you would like to discuss the donation of an item for inclusion in 
the auction, please call the Executive Director at 985-8734. We’d 
love to hear from you.

Kennebunk Land Trust
14th Annual Dinner & Auction

Snowy Owl on Strawberry Island
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