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LETTER FROM DIRECTOR 
SARAH STANLEY
Dear Friends,
As I write to you, the sun is shining brightly and the snow is 
beginning to melt. As the new Director at Kennebunk Land 
Trust, I am eager to continue enhancing the mission of the 
Trust and look forward to connecting with members and 
volunteers throughout the year.

     According to our friend Punxsutawney Phil, Spring should arrive soon. Spring 
is a wonderful time of year at the Kennebunk Land Trust. Over the next few 
months we will prepare for our Annual Auction, happening Friday, May 3rd, We 
will also be focused on several other programs and projects throughout the Spring 
and Summer. However, before we turn our attention to Spring, I find it vital to 
reflect upon all that Winter has brought us.
     Winter is a time for introspection, planning, and growth. At KLT, we have 
done just that! KLT has developed a constellation of programs and opportunities 
for members throughout the year. This Winter, the organization expanded its 
outreach and connections with new community partners while strengthening its 
existing relationships. We are excited for this continued collaboration throughout 
the year. The Land Trust has made significant progress in its effort to protect 
Hope Woods, 72 acres of forest and trails located right in downtown Kennebunk. 
The Hope Woods Conservation Initiative has raised over $1.2 million towards 
its $1.4 million goal thus far.  Just as nature harnesses its energy during the 
winter to prepare for Spring, KLT has grown stronger this Winter, focusing on 
strengthening its mission, and is ready for Spring! It’s vital to express that we 
could not succeed without the help and support of our members and volunteers. 
Through this newsletter, we share some of our accomplishments from this Winter 
as well as some of our plans for Spring.
        Sincerely,
        Sarah Stanley

MARCH IS MEMBERSHIP MONTH
We look forward to your donation!



KLT ACCEPTS INTERN 
FOR SPRING & SUMMER 

Kate Greenfield is a ju-
nior at the University 
of New England and 
studies Applied Social 
and Cultural Studies. 
She is planning on 
getting a masters in 
Environmental Health 
and hopes to make a 
difference in the pro-
gression of climate 
change. She is intern-

ing at our Kennebunk office during this spring semester. 
Growing up in Northern Virginia, right outside of Wash-
ington D.C., she found an interest in nature and learning 
about climate change; as it was something that was not 
commonly seen around her. During her time at this in-
ternship, Kate is going to learn about conservation and 
sustainability. Kate aims to help KLT develop a deeper 
relationship with UNE.

KLT INTRODUCES NANCY 
BARILUK-SMITH

Nancy was born in CT, moved to 
Alaska for 10 years and spent many 
years in the wilds of the Alaskan 
bush. In her 10 years in Alaska, she 
had the opportunity to live close 
to the wild Alaskan bears working 
as a camp cook in several remote 
lodges. Having the love for ad-
venture, Nancy traveled for a year 
backpacking through New Zealand 
and Australia. She spent her time 
on backcountry trails, such as the 

Heaphy Trail and The Routeburn Trail.
     Settling down to raise her children, Nancy moved to a small com-
munity outside of Saratoga New York where she worked as the general 
manager for 8 years at a Natural Food Co-op. It is here at the Co-op 
that she learned the art of woking with a volunteer based business. 
Seven years ago, Nancy followed her dream to live near the ocean and 
in the beauty of Maine.  Nancy now lives in Kennebunk with her 
husband, two sons and two small rescue dogs.

KENNEBUNK LAND TRUST  
APPOINTS NEW DIRECTOR 
As a native of southern Maine, Sarah has demonstrated a 
deep commitment to the state through her interest in the 
environment and conservation. Sarah is a Bates College 
alumna with a background in Environmental Studies, 
Politics, and Geology. She is a Registered Recreational 
Maine Guide, is certified in CPR and Wilderness First 
Aid, and holds a private pilot’s license and seaplane rat-
ing.  Sarah previously worked as KLT’s Development & 
Administrative Manager. While at KLT, Stanley led the 
organization’s outreach efforts, creating new programs 
that encouraged partnerships with local businesses as 
well as connected with larger companies, like Google, to 
establish new ways to interact with the public and pro-
mote community conservation. She also increased KLT’s 
fundraising efforts through both grants and events. She 
is excited to establish new relationships with members, 
strengthen existing relationships, and continue to work 

toward achieving the Trust’s mission of preserving and 
stewarding land to benefit both natural and human com-
munities.

KLT THANKS GORDON COLLINS
KLT Executive Director, Gordon Collins, retired in De-
cember 2018 after 2.5 years on staff and previously serv-
ing 9 years on the Trust’s 
Board of Directors. He 
was an invaluable asset 
to the organization. We 
would like to thank Gor-
don for his dedication 
to the Kennebunk Land 
Trust and the communi-
ty and wish him well as 
he enjoys his retirement.



KENNEBUNK LOSES 
A PIONEER IN THE  
CONSERVATION 
MOVEMENT 
Madelyn Marx, 94, of Kennebunk Beach, 
passed away Thursday, February 27 at St. An-
dre Health Care in Biddeford. 
She was born March 26, 1924 in Kennebunk, 
the daughter of Archibald A. and Cather-
ine Elizabeth (Porter) Nedeau, attended lo-
cal schools and graduated from Kennebunk 
High School.
     She met and married in May, 1945, the 
love of her life, Robert Marx, a former U.S. 
Marine, who then rose through the Maine 
State Police ranks to Colonel during the ad-
ministration of Governor Ed Muskie. Their 
families became golfing partners and life-long 
friends.
     Madelyn was one of the Founders during 
the late 1960s of the Kennebunk Conser-
vation Commission and served as its chair-

woman. When a major oil refinery complex 
was proposed in the early 1970s for Sanford, 
she played a major organizational role in the 
Friends of Intelligent Land Use which op-
posed and defeated the project.
      During the mid-1970s, IT&T proposed 
a massive Levittown housing development on 
Summer Street. Madelyn helped organize the 
local petition effort which sent IT&T out of 
Kennebunk empty handed. Out of that lo-
cal struggle, Madelyn, Charles Cole, and Ed 
Winston, Conservation Commission mem-
bers, with the help of a $750 Ford Founda-
tion grant, founded Ramanascho Trust, the 
precursor of today’s Kennebunk Land Trust. 
Through the joint efforts of the Town and 
Ramanascho, Wonder Brook Park was es-
tablished, preventing any future Levittown 
copycats for that large pristine tract between 
Wonder Brook and the Kennebunk River.
     In 1998, the Kennebunk Land Trust rec-
ognized Madelyn’s pioneering dedication to 
land conservation by establishing the 14-acre 
Madelyn Marx Preserve along the Mousam 

River. In a Coast Star interview at that time, 
Madelyn credited her conservationist mother 
for shaping her love of Maine’s coast, open 
spaces, and forests. She said, “I picked it up 
from her.”
      KLT volunteer, Brooke Larrabee, is con-
ducting a photo project at Marx Preserve. She 
is taking a photo of the preserve each day for 
one year. The project is expected to be com-
pleted in early May. KLT would like to dedi-
cate this project in memory of Madelyn. 
     To continue her conservation legacy, dona-
tions should be made in her name to Friends 
of Hope Cemetery & Woods, P.O. Box 1550, 
Kennebunk, ME 04043 or to Kennebunk 
Land Trust, 6 Brown Street, Kennebunk, ME 
04043.
     A Celebration of 
Madelyn’s Life will 
be announced for 
late May and will be 
announced by Bibber 
Memorial Chapel.

HOPE WOODS CONSERVATION 
INITIATIVE NOW OVER $1.2 MILLION! 
The Kennebunk Land Trust is a partner in the Hope Woods Conservation Initiative. The Initiative is pleased 
to announce that it has reached over $1.2 million toward its $1.4 million campaign goal. The campaign is 
aimed at conserving Hope Woods, 72 acres of forest and trail systems located directly behind Hope Cemetery 
in downtown Kennebunk. Kennebunk Land Trust will hold the conservation easement on the property while 
Hope Cemetery will retain ownership of the land. 
     The Kennebunk Land Trust made a significant contribution to the campaign this winter, announcing a 
donation of $50,000 to the campaign. In addition, KLT designated up to $100,000 to be matched by the 
public. KLT is excited to share that the match has been reached! Thank you to all of those who have supported 

this effort.  It’s not too late to donate, the last stretch of funsraising is often the hardest.

Want to donate or learn more? Visit https://hopecemeterykennebunk.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS
5/3/19, 6PM:  KLT Auction at Johnson Hall. Wells, 

ME. Primary Sponsors: Kennebunk Savings Bank, HM 

Payson, & Avita of Wells.

5/18/19, 10AM:  Center For Wildlife & KLT present 

Raptors, Reptiles, & Mammals of Maine at Hampton 

Inn. Event sponsored by Hampton Inn.

6/8/19, 10AM: Naturalist Walk at Oxbow Preserve.

8/10/19, 10AM: Naturalist Walk at Alewive Woods 

Preserve.

Please visit www.kennebunklandtrust.org/calendar for all event details.

SNOW STROLL WITH BOULANGERIE!
About a dozen adventurous community members joined the Kennebunk Land Trust for a Snow Stroll earlier 

this February. The aim of the walk was to provide an opportunity for folks to get outside, explore, learn about 

their natural environment, and become more familiar with KLT. The event was designed as part of Kennebunk’s 

Paint the Town Red and Appala-

chian Mountain Club’s Great Maine 

Outdoor Weekend. After the walk, 

strollers gathered at Boulangerie, A 

Proper Bakery, for a treat and a hot 

drink. KLT enjoys partnering with 

local businesses like Boulangerie and 

providing unique ways for people to 

get outside in the community. Thank 

you to Boulangerie for co-hosting 

this annual event.

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS!
Committee and/or Board Members

call 985-8734 for more info

SAVE THE DATE!  MAY 3rd!
Gather your hats, fascinators, and bow ties and enjoy a 
Kennebunk Derby theme. Online bidding begins April 
26 and culminates the night of the Gala. Enjoy raffles, 
wine-pull, games, food, derby drinks, and fabulous 
items for bid. 

Visit: www.biddingforgood/kennebunklandtrust  
for tickets, donations or becoming a sponsor.


